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prognosis more grave. In cases complicated by pneumonia in 3S3 
patients where pregnancy was not interrupted the mortality was 41 
per cent. But the mortality was 63 per cent, in 395 patients where 
pregnancy terminated. It is possible from this data to construct an 
algebraic formula by which the mathematical probability of an inter¬ 
ruption of pregnancy can be calculated. It may be concluded that the 
chances of the interruption of pregnancy arc about doubled if the woman 
contracts both influenza and pneumonia over what they are if she has 
only influenza. Obstetricians usually believe that normally and with¬ 
out known complications abortion occurs once in five pregnancies. 
This ratio does not seem to be much altered by the presence of influenza 
alone. The mortality of influenza complicated by pneumonia in preg¬ 
nant women is greatly increased by the interruption of pregnancy. 
The conclusions drawn from the study of these cases arc that pneu¬ 
monia complicated influenza in pregnant women in about half the cases. 
Of these patients 50 per cent. died. The mortality was greatest during 
the last three months. The gross mortality of all cases was 27 per cent. 
In cases without complication, pregnancy was interrupted in 26 per 
cent., and in those where influenza was complicated by pneumonia in 
52 per cent. In the fatal cases of whatever sort, abortion or premature 
labor occurred in 62 per cent. Thus in 38 per cent, of the fatal cases the 
patient died without the interruption of pregnancy. When pregnant 
women suffered from influenza and had abortion or premature labor 
their mortality was 41 per cent., and when they escaped the interruption 
of pregnancy the mortality was 16 per cent. 


Influenza in the Newly Bom Infant.— Abt (Jour. Am. Med. Assn., 
April 5,1919) reports the case of a primipara who developed influenza. 
Labor developed in twenty-four hours after she was taken ill with in¬ 
fluenza. The fetal heart sounds became rapid, but remained regular 
and indicated no disturbance of the fetal circulation during labor. 
When the amniotic liquid was discharged it was markedly stained with 
meconium. The child, a male, weighing six pounds twelve ounces, was 
spontaneously delivered. The infant’s skin immediately after labor 
became grayish blue, and although the child cried strongly and the 
air passages seemed to clear this condition persisted. The chi Id breathed 
promptly after birth and it seemed vigorous. Ten minutes after birth 
fine moist rales were heard in both lungs, but there was no dulness on 
percussion. On the following day the child was put to the breast and 
nursed well, but shortly afterward the breathing became rapid and 
labored. The respiration rose to 120. The temperature never exceeded 
100°, falling to 97°. Cyanosis increased; respiration was superficial 
and rapid and the child occasionally uttered a weak cry. Examination 
of the baby’s blood made on the day before its death showed a leuko¬ 
cytosis of 21,450, with a few of the nucleated red and some large pale 
white cells not classified. The polymorphonuclears were 58 per cent., 
the lymphocytes 35, large mononuclears 2.8 per cent., and eosinophiles 
none. During the third day of the infant’s life finely crepitant rales 
appeared, particularly diffuse over both lungs. Cyanosis and dyspnea 
appeared and death occurred. At autopsy there were minute hemor¬ 
rhages in the pericardium. The heart muscle was flabby, giving 
evidence of a parenchymatous myocarditis. On the heart valves there 
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was evidence of a beginning acute endocarditis involving especially the 
tricuspid valve. In both lungs there was confluent hemorrhagic broncho¬ 
pneumonia. The spleen showed inflammation, with edema and passive 
hyperemia. In the kidneys there was no gross pathological change, and 
in the liver there was cloudy swelling. Cultures made from the organs 
of the child showed abundant colonies of streptococci. Over the lungs 
there were also a few colonies of Staphylococcus aureus and albus and 
many colonies of streptococci. Examination of the organs showed 
diffuse bronchopneumonia, streptococcus, septic nephritis, acute infec¬ 
tion of the spleen, the streptococcus being the cause of the condition. 
The mother of the infant had a mild'attack of influenza and recovered 
without complications. We must believe that the child was infected 
before birth. 


Placental Tissue as a Galactagogue.— Cornell ( Surg., Gyncc. and 
Obst., November, 1918) had the placenta of cows prepared by washing 
and drying and putting up in 5-grain capsules. These were given four 
times daily for twelve doses. The first dose was given as soon as the 
patient was able to take nourishment and had rest after labor. This 
generally occurred within twelve hours after delivery. There was no 
disturbance in digestion, and while a few patients objected to the odor 
of the preparation, aside from this there was no trouble. The placenta 
was used in more than 100 cases, but as the results were not satisfactory 
in the first cases only the last 100 cases have been selected. To compare 
methods of treatment, 70 other patients in the hospital at the same- 
time and on the same floor and using the same food were investigated to 
observe their lactation. In the small ward containing three beds one 
or two of these patients would receive placental tissue while the other 
would not, but the patients were cared for by the same nurses. The 
results are tabulated, showing the age, nationality and general health 
of the patient, the method of delivery and the character of the puerperal 
period. It is concluded from this study that placental tissue has a 
favorable effect in the production of breast milk. The nationality, age 
and general condition of the mother and the sex of the infant have no 
influence on this result. Of those mothers who did not receive this 
preparation their infants began to gain on the fourth and fifth day after 
labor in 69 per cent, of the cases. Of those mothers who received this 
preparation their infants began to gain in weight on the fourth and 
fifth days after labor in 87 per cent. Of those mothers who did not take 
the placental extract, 24 per cent, of their children had regained their 
birth-rate before leaving the hospital, while of those w T ho had taken the 
placental extract 44 per cent, regained their weight. The reviewer has 
recently tested dried placental extract in 3-grain doses, given three times 
daily after food, for several weeks. The results have been distinctly 
favorable, especially in women whose general nutrition was poor and 
when the general development of the woman w*as considerably below* 
par. 


Rotation of the Head by Forceps in Occipitoposterior Position.— 
Bill (Am. Jour. Obst., December, 1918) has rotated the head with forceps 
in 249 cases. In 170 the position was right occipitoposterior and in 79 
left occipitoposterior. In 10-1 cases the head was at the pelvic brim. 



